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All the way, he spoke to me of nothing but maters of
piety, grace, and ?mammnbmnon“ enlarging on the debt
he owed to God, who had saved him from so many
perils during more than twenty Years of travel in
America. Suddenty, 1 saW him overwhelmed with 2
profound sadness, for which he himself could not
account. He was sO much moved that I scarcely knew
him. -

, As La Salle and his companions continued on their journey,

they noticed 2 pair of eagles flying high above them. Believing
that the missing men’s camp was probably nearby, La Salle fired
a shot into the air. When one of the missing men followed the
sound to reach them, La Salle asked where his nephew and the
others wete. According to Parkman’s account,

The man, without lifting his hat, orany show of respect,
repliedinan agitated and broken voice, but with atone
of studied insolence, that Moranget [the nephew] was
strolling about somewhere. La Salle rebuked and
menaced him. He rejoined with increased insolence,
drawing back. . - while the incensed commander
advanced to chastise him. At that moment 2 shot was
fired from the grass, instantly followed by another; and,
pierced through the brain, La Salle dropped dead. . ..
The murderers nOwW came forward, and with wild looks
gathered about their victim. . . - With mockery and
insult, they stripped it [the corpsel naked, dragged it
into the bushes, and leftit there, 2 prey to the buzzards .
and the wolves.

Thus, in the vigorof his manhood, atthe age of forty-
three, died Robert Cavelier de la Salle. . . without
question one of the most remarkable explorers whose
names live in history.

The perpetrators of the crime were 12 Salle’s surgeon, Liotot,
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pna. a man named Duhaut. Apparently, both were frustrated ,c |
their leader's inability to rescue them from what they belie mw
would be certain death in the wilderness of East Texas. The BM y
loss of patience cost France the life of the man who .oPZ a mn .
years earlier, had stood at the mouth of the Zwmmmmﬁvw Rive, e
claimed its entire watershed for his king. e
Later that year, La Salle’s murderers were executed by other
members of their party. The few remaining wanderers finally
found their way to Arkansas Post, a small French fort at the mouth
o.m the Arkansas River. The men left behind at Fort Saint Louis W
killed by Indians or assimilated into their tribes. Q.n
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