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SOAPS Strategy Skills Practice

Directions: Use SOAPS to analyze the following sources.  Then answer the questions on bias and point of view.  Make sure your responses are complete and use clear evidence from the sources.

Remember….
Point of View (POV) – mental position from which things are viewed (where are they coming from?)
Bias – a tendency or preference towards a particular perspective; a personal and sometimes unreasoned judgment

 “Six or eight families of the Alabama tribe live in the Rancheria where we are staying.  The very fertile land they cultivate is well fenced.  They keep large herds of domesticated bovine (cattle) stock and pigs and are supplied with good horses and arms (weapons).  The tribe distinguishes itself, as do they all, by its hairstyle: on either side of the head they have a triangular patch without hair which they shave to the skin.  On the top there is a strip of hair two inches wide, and to flatten it out in either direction they use grease.  On the forehead and down the neck the hair hangs even like fringe.  They have white metal adornments (decoration) in every shape and paint their faces heavily with vermilion (red paint).”
· General Mier y Teran Journal Entry from 1828

S (Speaker/Subject) = _________________________________________________________________________________________________
O (Occasion) = __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A (Audience)  = _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
P (Purpose) = ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
S (Summary) = __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1) What is General Mier y Teran’s POV? ____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) What might be some bias within this quote?  Why do you think he has bias? ____________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _GoBack]“I must say as to what I have seen in Texas it is the garden spot of the world.  The best land and best prospects for health I ever saw and I do believe it is a fortune to any man to come here.  There is a world of country to settle…It’s not required here to pay down for your League [about 3.5 miles] of land every man is entitled to his head right of 4000-428 acres—they may make the money to pay for it on the land.  I expect in all probability to settle on the Border or Choctaw Rio of the Red River that I have no doubt is the richest country in the world, good land and plenty of timber and the best springs & mill streams good range, clear water---and every appearances of health game plenty.”
· Letter from a settler to Texas, 1826

S (Speaker/Subject) = _________________________________________________________________________________________________
O (Occasion) = __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A (Audience)  = _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
P (Purpose) = ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
S (Summary) = __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1) What is the settler’s POV on Texas? ______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) What bias does this settler seem to have?  Why might he have that bias? _________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


“Some of you laugh to scorn the idea of bloodshed as the result of secession, but let me tell you what is coming….Your fathers and husbands, your sons and brothers, will be herded at the point of the bayonet….You may after the sacrifice of countless millions of treasure and hundreds of thousands of lives, as a bare possibility, win Southern independence…but I doubt it.”
· Speech from Governor Sam Houston in 1861
*Secession – leaving the U.S. to join the Confederacy before the start of the Civil War

S (Speaker/Subject) = _________________________________________________________________________________________________
O (Occasion) = __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A (Audience)  = _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
P (Purpose) = ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
S (Summary) = __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1) What is Sam Houston’s POV on secession? ______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________2) What might give him bias in this situation? ____________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3) What language and word choice does he use to show his bias and POV? __________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
