SOAPS Notes
SOAPS is a strategy for analyzing short written primary and secondary sources.

S – Speaker (Who said/wrote it?) and Subject (What is the topic/issue?)
O- Occasion (Where? When? What event?)
A- Audience (Who are they speaking to?)
P- Purpose (Why did they say/write it? What is the message?)
S- Summary (Put it all together!)

“We need to steer clear of this poverty of ambition, where people want to drive fancy cars and wear nice clothes and live in nice apartments but don’t want to work hard to accomplish these things.  Everyone should try to realize their full potential.”
·  Barack Obama, Daily Southtown (newspaper), February 19th, 2005
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