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Name: _______________________________________	MYP TX History 	Class Period: ____
U.S. Government
Directions: Use the information from the Federal Government Organizer on the 3 branches of government to create a visual representation of the following government concepts on the tree provided. 
Constitution: Creates the organization and guidelines for our government.  The Constitution should be the roots/trunk of your tree to represent that it supports the 3 branches.
Separation of Powers: Is the division of powers (jobs) between the three branches to make sure that no one branch has too much power.  Using the three branches on the tree first, write the names of the three different branches.  Second, write who works in that branch at the federal level.  Third, write the actual power of the branch (what do they do?). 
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Federal Government Organizer

Name:
Date:

Legislative Branch

Executive Branch

Judicial Branch

Specific Responsibilities:

Makes laws for the U.S.

Declares War

Collects Taxes

Overide Presidential Veto (2/3 vote required)

Specific Responsibilities:

Enforce laws for the U.S.
Commander-in-Chief of the Military
Grant Presidential Pardons

Controls foreign affairs for the U.S.
[Appoints leaders of Executive Offices

Specific Responsibilities:

Interpret (judge) laws for the U.S. to determine
whether or not they are constitutional.

Makes decisions in legal disputes that affect the
entire U.S. (Judicial Review of Lower Federal
Courts, District Courts, and Appellate Courts)

Members:

Congress - 2 Houses:

House of Representatives (435 Representatives)
Senate (100 Senators; 2 per state)

Members:

President and Vice President
Secretary of State

Executive Offices of the Cabinet
Military

Federal Agencies

Members:
9 Supreme Court Justices
Lower Federal Courts

\Who elects or appoints members of this branch?
Elected by U.S. Voters

\Who elects or appoints members of this branch?

President/VP are elected through the Electoral
College based on the popular vote from U.S.
citizens

Who elects or appoints members of this branch?
Nominated for appointment by the President with
approval from Congress (Senate).

How can the Legislative Branch "Check" the power
of the Executive Branch?

Can Impeach the President

Overide Presidential Veto (2/3 vote required)
Confirms Presidential appointments

How can the Executive Branch "Check" the power
of the Legislative Branch?
President can veto bills proposed by Congress

How can the Judicial Branch "Check" the power of
the Executive Branch?
Prevent Executive Actions
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court presides
over impeachment preceedings against the
U.S. President.

How can the Legislative Branch "Check" the power
of the Judicial Branch?

Can Impeach Supreme Court Justices

Can propose constitutional changes

How can the Executive Branch "Check" the power

of the Judicial Branch?

President nominates judges for appointment as
Supreme Court Justices

How can the Judicial Branch "Check" the power of
the Legislative Branch?

Can invalidate a law proposed by Congress.

Can declare a law unconstitutional.

What Article of the United States Constitution
details the Legislative Branch
(Election/Appointment process, powers, and
responsitibities)?

Article |

What Article of the United States Constitution
details the Executive Branch
(Election/Appointment process, powers, and
responsitibities) ?

Article 11

What Article of the United States Constitution
details the Judicial Branch (Election/Appointment
process, powers, and responsitibities)?

Article Ill
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